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Abramoff, Azeka J. 
ACCI, General Attorney 
Internal Revenue Service 
 
Azeka J. Abramoff is an attorney with the IRS Office of Associate Chief Counsel 
(International) in Washington, D.C.  Prior to joining the IRS, she worked at 
Shearman & Sterling, LLP and KPMG LLP, where she focused on corporate and 
international tax.  She is also an adjunct professor at The George Washington 
University School of Business, Department of Accountancy, where she teaches 
corporate tax.  In addition, she is a member of the board and a volunteer with 
Community Tax Aid, a nonprofit organization that prepares tax returns for low 
income families. 
 
She holds an LL.M. in Taxation from Northwestern University School of Law and 
obtained her law degree from The George Washington University Law School.   
 
 
Arnold, Joan 
Partner 
Pepper Hamilton LLP 
 
Joan Arnold is a partner with Pepper Hamilton LLP, resident in the Philadelphia 
office, where she is the chair of the Tax and Estates Practice Group, and focuses her 
practice on federal and international income tax.  Joan has more than 40 years of 
significant experience in domestic and cross border M&A, and corporate 
international tax counseling, including substantial tax experience in the private 
equity arena.  She is a past member of the firm’s Executive Committee. 
Joan is chair-elect of the Tax Section of the American Bar Association, past 
president of the American College of Tax Counsel, and a member of the executive 
committee of the U.S. Branch of the International Fiscal Association, and a member 
of the advisory committee for the George Washington/IRS International Tax 
Institute. 
 
Joan was highly ranked (Tier1) by Chambers USA: America’s Leading Lawyers for 
Business in tax law for 2016-19 and is listed in The Best Lawyers in America and 
was named the Philadelphia Best Lawyers Tax Lawyer of the Year for 2010. Joan is 
also included in the Pennsylvania Super Lawyers list and also is listed in The 



International Who’s Who of Corporate Tax Lawyers, The International Who’s Who of 
Business Lawyers, Who’s Who Legal International – Corporate Tax. 
Before entering private practice, Joan was vice president, associate general tax 
counsel for Citicorp, a full-time faculty member at Rutgers University School of Law 
– Camden, and a consultant in international tax to KPMG in its national office.  She 
holds a B.A. (mathematics) from Wagner College, a J.D. from Villanova University 
School of Law, and an LL.M. (taxation) from New York University School of Law. 
 

Asali, Layla J. 
Member 
Miller & Chevalier Chartered 
 
Layla J. Asali practices in a broad range of federal income tax matters, with an 
emphasis on the taxation of cross-border transactions and business activities. She 
advises U.S.-based and foreign-based multinational clients on international tax 
issues, including mergers and acquisitions, intellectual property transactions, 
supply chain planning, and financings.  Layla is the former Chair of the DC Bar 
Taxation Community and she currently serves as a Member of the Taxation 
Community's Steering Committee. She has twice been named one of International 
Tax Review's Women in Tax (2016 – 2017). She has a J.D. from Harvard Law School 
and an A.B. from Princeton University.  
 
 
Barrage, Rafic H. 
Partner 
Baker & McKenzie LLP 
 

Rafic H. Barrage is a Principal in Baker McKenzie's North America Tax Practice 
Group. He has almost 20 years of broad international tax planning experience. Mr. 
Barrage advises clients on a variety of issues, including post-US tax reform 
optimization, post-acquisition integration/restructuring and entity rationalization, 
IP migration, supply-chain planning and principal structures, the taxation of digital 
transactions, and foreign tax credit planning.  Mr. Barrage is the Chair of the North 
America Tax Planning & Transactions subpractice group and the Washington office 
Tax group.  Mr. Barrage is an Adjunct Professor of Law at Georgetown University 
Law Center, where he has taught the International Tax Business Planning workshop 
since 2013.  

 

Mr. Barrage regularly advises US corporations operating overseas and foreign 
corporations operating and investing in the United States on a broad range of 
international tax issues. Among other industries, Mr. Barrage's practice focuses on 
the software and high technology, pharmaceutical and life sciences, and the 
container shipping and cruise line industries. 



Bates, John 
Partner 
Deloitte Tax LLP 
 
John is a principal in the international tax group of Deloitte Tax LLP's Washington 
National Tax office. He advises clients on international tax matters, focusing on 
cross-border planning and transactions. He has advised on the tax aspects of 
numerous acquisitions, dispositions, joint ventures, and spin-offs for clients in 
various industries. John speaks and publishes regularly on international tax issues 
and is an adjunct professor of law at Georgetown University Law Center. John 
received his BA and JD from the University of Virginia and his LLM in Taxation from 
Georgetown University Law Center. 
 
 
Bennett, Mary 
Senior Counsel 
Baker & McKenzie LLP 
 
Mary Bennett is a Senior Counsel (Tax) in Baker McKenzie’s Washington, D.C. 
office, where she advises both U.S. and foreign-based companies on tax policy 
issues and assists them with international tax planning and controversy 
matters.  She is the Chair of the Firm’s Global Tax Policy Group.  Mary has more 
than 40 years of international tax experience, including having served from 2005 to 
2011 as Head of the Tax Treaty, Transfer Pricing & Financial Transactions Division 
of the OECD’s Centre for Tax Policy and Administration in Paris and earlier in her 
career as the Deputy International Tax Counsel of the U.S. Treasury 
Department.  She has been recognized as one of America’s leading tax lawyers by 
Chambers USA, The International Who’s Who of Corporate Tax Lawyers, and 
Euromoney’s Guide to Women in Business Law.  She is a graduate of Harvard 
University and Columbia Law School and holds a master of laws degree in taxation 
from Boston University Law School. 
 

 
Best, Jennifer L. 
Director, Treaty and Transfer Pricing Operations, LB&I 
Internal Revenue Service 
 
Jennifer L. Best is the Director, Treaty and Transfer Pricing Operations (TTPO) in 
the LB&I Division. TTPO programs under Jennifer’s direction include Treaty 
Administration, Advance Pricing and Mutual Agreement (APMA), Transfer Pricing 
Practice and the TTPO Practice Network. Jennifer is responsible for planning, 
developing, directing and monitoring treaty and transfer pricing issues and related 
competent authority programs to ensure consistently strong administration of these 
issues throughout the IRS. 
 



She previously served as the Acting Director Field Operations, Transfer Pricing 
Practice and was responsible for transfer pricing examination work across the 
country. Jennifer also served as the Program Manager for the Treaty Assistance and 
Interpretation Team and in that role, she supported the overall mission of the U.S. 
Competent Authority and was responsible for all matters and cases arising under 
U.S. tax treaties involving double taxation, residency issues, and treaty benefits. 
She built relationships with U.S. tax treaty partners and engaged in face-to-face 
negotiations of complex tax treaty interpretive matters with representatives of 
foreign tax administrations. 
 
Prior to working in LB&I, Jennifer served as a Senior Attorney-Advisor to the Deputy 
Commissioner for Services and Enforcement. In that role, she worked on a variety of 
projects including the Service’s Offshore Voluntary Disclosure Program and the 
Streamlined Filing Compliance Procedures. 
 
Before joining the IRS in 2010, Jennifer was a Trial Attorney in the Department of 
Justice, Tax Division handling civil tax cases, including refund and collection suits, 
tax shelters, injunction actions, FOIA complaints, and bankruptcy disputes. 
 
 
Blessing, Peter H. 
Associate Chief Counsel (International) 
Internal Revenue Service 
 
Mr. Blessing is the Associate Chief Counsel (International) in the office of Chief 
Counsel, Internal Revenue Service.  He oversees an office of approximately 95 
attorneys and other professionals responsible for legal advice, guidance, and 
support to the IRS, Treasury, and the public on international tax issues in all 
procedural postures.   

Prior to joining the IRS Chief Counsel’s office, Mr. Blessing practiced as a member of 
the International Tax unit and the Complex Transactions unit within the 
Washington National Tax practice at KPMG LLP.  He was a partner for over 25 years 
with Shearman & Sterling LLP, where his practice focused on international tax 
matters and financial institutions. Mr. Blessing received his B.A. from Princeton 
University.  He received his J.D. from Columbia Law School and his LL.M (Taxation) 
from New York University School of Law. 

Mr. Blessing has served as the President of the USA Branch of the International 
Fiscal Association (2016-18) and member of IFA’s Permanent Scientific Committee 
(2010-16), Chair of the New York State Bar Association Tax Section (2010), Chair of 
the International Bar Association Taxes Committee (2010-11), Vice Chair 
Government Relations of the ABA Tax Section (2014-16), and President of the 
International Tax Institute, and has taught as an adjunct law professor at Columbia 
Law School (2008-11) as well as classes at NYU School of Law.  He has authored 
numerous articles and texts on taxation, including a treatise on US income tax 



treaties.  Mr. Blessing graduated from Princeton University, Columbia Law School 
and New York University School of Law (LLM Taxation).   
 
Breslow, Amie Colwell 
Of Counsel 
Jones Day 
 
Amie Colwell Breslow is Of Counsel at Jones Day in the firm’s Washington D.C. 
office. Ms. Colwell Breslow’s career includes public and private sector experience 
focused on a range of tax matters related to corporate transactions, including public 
and private company cross-border mergers, acquisitions, spin-offs, and other 
divisive strategies and restructurings. She also has extensive experience working 
with large multinational companies on managing and executing complex, multi-step 
reorganizations and divestures and developing workable policies at an industry-wide 
level in response to global economic policy initiatives and changes in foreign tax and 
corporate law. 
 
Prior to joining Jones Day, Ms. Colwell Breslow was a Senior Tax Counsel at GE in 
the Corporate Transactions and M&A group. Ms. Colwell Breslow spent over six year 
in the Office of the Associate Chief Counsel (Corporate), IRS, where her 
responsibilities included drafting numerous guidance and developing programs 
involving corporate, cross-border, and international tax matters. 
 
  
Brown, Karen B. 
Theodore Rinehart Professor of Business Law 
The George Washington University 
 
Karen B. Brown, B.A., Princeton University; J.D., LL.M. (Taxation), New York 
University School of Law, is the Theodore Reinhart Professor of Business Law at the 
George Washington University Law School, where she teaches courses in Federal 
Income Taxation, Corporate Taxation, and International Taxation.  Before joining 
the faculty at George Washington University, Professor Brown was Professor of Law 
and Associate Dean for Academic Affairs at University of Minnesota Law School and 
Professor of Law at Brooklyn Law School.  She was appointed the Julius E. Davis 
Professor of Law for 1995-96 at University of Minnesota.  Professor Brown is co-
author of an international tax transactions treatise, co-editor of books on taxation 
reform, economic efficiency in tax law, and comparative law and editor of books on 
regulating corporate tax avoidance and taxation and development. She has also 
published treatises, book chapters and numerous articles on various federal income 
taxation topics. Brown is a member of the American Law Institute, the International 
Fiscal Association, and the International Academy for Comparative Law. In May, 
2019, Bloomberg Tax awarded her the Leonard L. Silverstein Award for 
Distinguished Service in Tax. 
 



Burmester, Kirsten 
Member 
Caplin & Drysdale, Chartered 
 
Kirsten Burmester is a Member in Caplin & Drysdale's Washington, D.C., office. She 
joined the firm in 2005, after earning her Juris Doctor from the University of 
Virginia School of Law. She holds a bachelor's degree in Economics from the 
University of Chicago and conducted economic analysis for a litigation consulting 
firm prior to law school. 
 
Ms. Burmester's practice at Caplin & Drysdale focuses on a broad range of domestic 
and international tax issues, including both planning and controversy work. She 
has extensive experience advising high-net-worth individuals with respect to closely 
held businesses and international taxation issues, as well as counseling clients on a 
variety of general tax issues that arise in the private client practice. Ms. Burmester 
frequently represents foreign individuals on pre-immigration planning and 
structuring investments into the U.S., and advises U.S. individuals on the U.S. tax 
implications of offshore investment and estate planning structures. She offers 
guidance to businesses on international taxation issues, including subpart F issues 
and transfer pricing. Furthermore, Ms. Burmester counsels clients under tax 
examination about these various issues and represented them in audits. 
 
Ms. Burmester also has substantial experience helping clients with the IRS's 
Offshore Voluntary Disclosure Initiative and representing them in audits arising 
from the U.S. government's enforcement effort against undeclared foreign bank 
accounts. 
 
 
Caballero, Michael J. 
Partner 
Covington & Burling LLP 
 
Michael J. Caballero is a tax partner at Covington & Burling LLP in the firm’s 
Washington D.C. office.  Prior to joining Covington, he spent two and a half years in 
the Treasury Department’s Office of Tax Policy, from February 2010 to August 2012, 
first as Deputy International Tax Counsel, and then as International Tax Counsel.  
He also spent over five and a half years in the Office of Tax Policy from 1999 
through 2004, as an Attorney-Advisor and Associate International Tax Counsel.  Mr. 
Caballero also is adjunct professor at the Georgetown University Law Center where 
he teaches U.S. International Outbound Taxation. He received a B.S. in 
Mathematics (with a concentration in Computer Science), magna cum laude, from 
the University of Notre Dame, a J.D., cum laude, from the Georgetown University 
Law Center, and an LL.M. in Taxation from the New York University Law School.   
   
 
 



DeNovio, Nicholas J. 
Partner 
Lathan & Watkins LLP 
 
Nicholas J. DeNovio is a partner in the Washington, D.C. office of Latham & 
Watkins and is the former Global Chair of the firm's International Tax Practice. 
Throughout his career, Mr. DeNovio has represented large US and non-US based 
multinational corporations on complex cross-border transactions involving mergers 
and acquisitions, spin-offs, financings and group structuring.  
 
He has served as Chair of the Planning Committee for the University of Chicago Law 
School Federal Tax Conference, and is a member of the Planning Committee of the 
George Washington University/IRS International Tax Conference.  He is also a well-
known speaker and writer for organizations such as the Tax Executive Institute, 
Practicing Law Institute, International Fiscal Association, National Foreign Trade 
Council and various bar associations. 
 
From 2003-2005, Mr. DeNovio served as Deputy Chief Counsel (Technical) at the 
Internal Revenue Service Office of Chief Counsel. In his position, Mr. DeNovio 
directly supervised the IRS Regulatory guidance program carried out by more than 
600 Chief Counsel Attorneys working with the Treasury Department's Office of Tax 
Policy.  
 
 
Desmond, Michael J. 
Chief Counsel of the IRS and Assistant General Counsel 
U.S. Department of Treasury 
 
Michael J. Desmond is the 48th Chief Counsel of the Internal Revenue Service, 
where he oversees a staff of more than 2,000 employees, including approximately 
1,500 attorneys.  Mr. Desmond began serving as Chief Counsel on March 4, 2019, 
following his confirmation by the U.S. Senate on February 27, 2019.  As Chief 
Counsel, he is also an Assistant General Counsel in the Department of the 
Treasury.  After serving as a law clerk for the Hon. Ronald S.W. Lew in the federal 
district court in Los Angeles, Mr. Desmond began his legal career with the Attorney 
General’s Honors Program at the Tax Division of the U.S. Department of Justice.  
After serving in the Tax Division, he joined McKee Nelson, LLP, where he was elected 
partner in 2004.  In early 2005, Mr. Desmond joined the Office of Tax Policy at the 
Department of the Treasury, where he served as Tax Legislative Counsel through 
2008.  Following his tenure at the Treasury Department, he spent several years as a 
partner at Bingham McCutchen LLP in Washington, D.C. and Los Angeles, 
California.  In January 2012, Mr. Desmond started his own boutique tax firm in 
Santa Barbara, California, where he practiced until his nomination as Chief Counsel 
in 2018.  Mr. Desmond has held several offices with the Section of Taxation of the 
American Bar Association and served as a Regent for the American College of Tax 
Counsel.  He also served as an adjunct professor at Georgetown University School of 



Law.  Mr. Desmond was born in Santa Monica, California and is a graduate of the 
University of California, Santa Barbara and the Catholic University of America 
Columbus School of Law. 
 
 
DiFronzo, Michael A. 
Partner 
PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP 
 
Michael A. DiFronzo serves as a Principal in the Washington National Tax Office of 
PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP.  In that role, Mr. DiFronzo serves as a global resource 
for the firm’s international tax practice.  His practice includes all aspects of 
international taxation, with a particular focus on international mergers, acquisitions 
and restructurings and the U.S. anti-deferral rules.  He also works closely with U.S. 
and non-U.S. based multinationals on cross-border financing, cash management 
and other planning issues.   Before joining PricewaterhouseCoopers, Mr. DiFronzo 
worked for the Office of Chief Counsel, Internal Revenue Service as the Deputy 
Associate Chief Counsel (International – Technical).  In that capacity, he had 
primary responsibility for the oversight of published guidance related to the taxation 
of cross-border investment and related issues. Mr. DiFronzo served in that role from 
2006 through 2010.  Prior to joining the Office of Chief Counsel, Internal Revenue 
Service, Mr. DiFronzo served as a partner in the Tax Department of McDermott Will 
& Emery LLP in Chicago, Illinois.  Mr. DiFronzo’s work experience also includes the 
Washington National Tax Office of Deloitte Tax LLP and the Washington, DC office of 
Weil Gotshal & Manges LLP. 
 
Mr. DiFronzo received an LL.M. in taxation from New York University School of Law, 
a J.D. from University of Montana School of Law, and a B.S. in Accounting from 
Montana State University. He is the author of numerous articles on cross-border tax 
issues and a frequent speaker.  Mr. DiFronzo is currently a member of the District 
of Columbia, Illinois, Montana and Nevada bar associations and is admitted to 
practice before the United States Tax Court.  He is also a licensed CPA. 
 
 
Felker, Barbara 
Branch Chief (ACCI) 
Internal Revenue Service 
 
Barbara Felker is Chief of Branch 3 in the Office of the Associate Chief Counsel 
(International), Internal Revenue Service.  In this position she has principal review 
responsibility for all matters relating to the foreign tax credit, including issues 
regarding the creditability of foreign levies, the computation of the foreign tax credit 
limitations, the calculation of deemed-paid taxes and associated earnings and 
profits, the effect of foreign tax redeterminations, and foreign currency translation.  
She supervises the production of regulations, technical advice memoranda, revenue 



rulings and revenue procedures, and private letter rulings, and provides advice in 
audit and litigation matters, in this subject area.   

 
Before joining the I.R.S. in 1987, Ms. Felker was an associate in the tax department 
of the Washington, D.C. law firm of Hogan and Hartson (now Hogan Lovells). She 
graduated with honors from Harvard Law School and Princeton University (Woodrow 
Wilson School of Public and International Affairs).  
 

 
Femia, Rocco 
Partner 
Miller & Chevalier Chartered 
 
Rocco Femia is a member of Miller & Chevalier Chartered. Mr. Femia’s practice 
focuses on counseling and advocacy work on behalf of U.S. and foreign-based 
multinational enterprises. These projects typically involve complex, highly technical 
U.S. international tax, tax treaty, and transfer pricing issues often involving hundreds 
of millions or billions of dollars. 
 
Mr. Femia is a former Associate International Tax Counsel at the U.S. Department of 
the Treasury, Office of Tax Policy. While at the Treasury, Mr. Femia had responsibility 
for a broad spectrum of U.S. tax treaty and international tax regulatory and legislative 
matters. 
 
Mr. Femia writes and speaks regularly on a variety of international tax and transfer 
pricing issues and is a former Adjunct Professor at the Georgetown University Law 
Center. Mr. Femia graduated, magna cum laude, from Georgetown University in 1995. 
He received his B.A. in Economics from Duke University in 1991. 
 
 
Fitzpatrick, Arlene S. 
Principal, National Tax - International Tax Services 
Ernst & Young LLP 
 
Arlene Fitzpatrick is a principal in the National Tax Department of Ernst & Young 
LLP in Washington, DC, where she works on general international tax issues with a 
focus on inbound and tax treaty matters.  

Prior to rejoining EY in October 2014, Arlene served as an attorney-advisor with the 
Office of the International Tax Counsel at the US Department of Treasury. There, 
Arlene helped formulate international tax policy, draft international tax guidance 
and negotiate income tax treaties. She also served as a Treasury representative on 
several Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) working 
parties and was engaged in the OECD's base erosion and profit-shifting project.  



Arlene received her LLM from the University of Iowa College of Law, and her 
bachelor of laws from University College Galway in Ireland. She also graduated from 
the Law Society of Ireland and is a member of the Iowa Bar. 

 
Galler, Linda A. 
Professor of Law, Maurice A. Dean School of Law 
Hofstra University 
 
Linda Galler is the Max Schmertz Distinguished Professor of Law at the Maurice A. 
Deane School of Law at Hofstra University.  Professor Galler teaches courses in 
individual income taxation, corporate taxation, international taxation, tax policy and 
ethics in federal tax practice.  She founded and directs the Hofstra Law School Federal 
Tax Clinic, in which Hofstra Law Students represent low income taxpayers in disputes 
with the Internal Revenue Service and New York State Department of Taxation and 
Finance.  
 
Professor Galler has practiced tax law with several international law firms based in 
New York City in the areas of international taxation, corporate taxation, 
administrative practice, and court procedure.  Professor Galler is a frequent speaker 
on tax ethics and is the lead author of Regulation of Tax Practice, published Carolina 
Academic Press.   
 
Professor Galler has chaired the Standards of the Tax Practice Committee and the 
Teaching Taxation Committee of the ABA Section of Taxation.  
 
 
Greenhouse, Robin 
Acting Division Counsel (LBI Counsel) 
Internal Revenue Service 
 
Robin Greenhouse is the Division Counsel for the Office of Large Business & 
International.  Robin was appointed to this position in September 2019, after 
serving acting in this position from June 2019.  As Division Counsel, Robin is 
primarily responsible for the tax litigation and advice provided by over 300 LB&I 
attorneys and paralegals located throughout the country. The Division Counsel 
works closely with the IRS LB&I executive leadership team in determining 
strategies, plans, and designs for a comprehensive and customer-oriented tax 
administration program to achieve taxpayer service and compliance goals. She also 
works closely with other Division Counsel and Associate Chief Counsel on program 
matters. LB&I Division Counsel provides legal advice, litigation support, and other 
services to the IRS LB&I field offices. The LB&I Division includes a cadre of Special 
Trial Attorneys, who litigate some of the most complex tax issues and largest tax 
deficiency cases before the Tax Court. LB&I Division Counsel attorneys also provide 
advisory services to IRS Appeals and substantial assistance to the Department of 
Justice in litigating tax refund cases. 



Since 1998, Ms. Greenhouse has been a Partner at McDermott Will & Emery LLP 
focusing on federal tax controversies.  Ms. Greenhouse began her legal career in 
public service, first as a Legal Assistant with the IRS Office of Chief Counsel in 1983 
and then with the Department of Justice, Tax Division as a Trial Attorney from 1984 
to 1988. From 1988 to 1992 she was a Tax Associate at Miller & Chevalier, 
Chartered.  From 1992 to 1998 she was a Senior Associate and then a Partner at 
Groom & Nordberg, Chartered.  
 
Ms. Greenhouse earned her B.S., summa cum laude from the University of 
Maryland in May 1981 and her J.D., cum laude from Temple University in 1984.    
 
Ms. Greenhouse's work with the ABA Tax Section, includes chairmanship of the 
Committee on Tax Court Appointments and the Committee on Court Practice and 
Procedure.  Ms. Greenhouse is a member of the American College of Tax Counsel.      
 
 
Harter, L.G. “Chip” 
Deputy Assistant Secretary (International Tax Affairs) 
US Department of Treasury 
 
Chip Harter is the Deputy Assistant Secretary for International Tax Affairs in the 
Office of Tax Policy at the US Department of the Treasury.  In this capacity, he is 
responsible, on behalf of the Assistant Secretary, for the conduct of legal and 
economic aspects of tax policy relative to the representation of the United States in 
bilateral and multilateral relations with other countries, as well as advising the legal 
and economic staffs within the Office of Tax Policy, other offices of the Treasury 
Department and other government agencies as to policy analysis and interpretation 
for domestic legislation and administrative guidance in all matters involving cross 
border taxation. Mr. Harter serves as the U.S. delegate to the Committee on Fiscal 
Affairs (CFA) in the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (the 
OECD).    
 
Prior to joining Treasury in 2017, Mr. Harter served 18 years as a principal in the 
Washington National Tax Practice of PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP.  During the 18 
years prior to his joining PwC, Mr. Harter was first an associate and then a partner 
with the law firm of Baker & McKenzie, practicing first in its Chicago and then in its 
Washington D.C. office. 
 
He is a member of the American Bar Association Tax Section, the District of 
Columbia Bar Association Tax Section, and the International Fiscal Association. Mr. 
Harter has published numerous articles on international tax topics and has 
regularly spoken on panels on international tax issues at leading tax conferences.  
He graduated from Harvard College in 1977 and the University of Chicago Law 
School in 1980, where he was comments and articles editor on the managing board 
of The University of Chicago Law Review.  After graduating, he clerked for the 



Honorable Thomas McMillen of the United States District Court for the Northern 
District of Illinois. 
 

Harvey, Melinda 
ACCI, Branch Chief 
Internal Revenue Service 
 
Melinda Harvey is Branch Chief in Branch 2 of the Office of Associate Chief Counsel 
(International) where the areas of focus are the provisions of subpart F and the 
passive foreign investment company rules.  Before joining the IRS in 2013, Melinda 
was a manager in the International Tax Services - Financial Services group at 
PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP in Manhattan focusing on international tax issues of 
hedge and private equity funds.  She received a J.D. and LL.M. (International and 
Comparative Law) from Duke University and an LL.M. (Taxation) from Northwestern 
University. 
 
 
Hellkamp, Lori 
Partner 
Jones Day 
 
Lori Hellkamp is a tax partner at Jones Day and practices across a broad range of 
U.S. federal tax matters, including corporate and international taxation, M&A, and 
tax controversy. Her practice has a particular emphasis on international tax 
planning, counseling, compliance, and tax-efficient structures for cross-border 
transactions and restructurings.  Lori has advised corporations facing a variety of 
tax issues, including before Appeals and Competent Authority.  She frequently 
speaks and writes on a variety of international tax topics, including tax treaties, 
transfer pricing, FIRPTA and BEAT.  Lori has been with Jones Day for over 10 years 
and is a graduate of Rice University (B.A.), the University of Oxford (Masters) and 
Duke University (J.D.).  She earned her LL.M. in Taxation from Georgetown 
University. 
 
 
Hicks, Hal 
Partner 
Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom LLC 
 
Hal Hicks is the global head of Skadden's international tax practice. He focuses on a 
wide range of international tax issues for multinational corporations, partnerships 
and other entities involving both tax planning and tax controversy. Mr. Hicks has 
broad-based experience, particularly in the areas of international M&A, foreign tax 
credit, transfer pricing and subpart F.  In addition, he has represented clients in 



audits, appeals and otherwise before the IRS and the U.S. Department of the 
Treasury. 
 
Mr. Hicks is a highly recognized and frequent speaker and author.  He is repeatedly 
included as a leading tax adviser in legal directories including Chambers Global, 
Chambers USA, Euromoney’s Guide to the World’s Leading Tax Advisers, The Best 
Lawyers in America, Tax Directors Handbook, The International Who’s Who of 
Corporate Tax Lawyers, Who’s Who in American Law and The Legal 500. He is a 
fellow of the American College of Tax Counsel.  
 
Prior to joining Skadden, Mr. Hicks served as the international tax counsel at the 
U.S. Department of Treasury (2005-2007), and as associate chief counsel 
(international) in the Office of Chief Counsel at the IRS (2003-2005). He received 
both the Treasury Honor Award and the Chief Counsel Award for his government 
service. 
 
 
Hinding, John E. 
Director, Cross Border Activities, LBI 
Internal Revenue Service 
 
John Hinding is the Director, Cross Border Activities in the Large Business & 
International Division at the IRS.  Previously, John served as the Deputy Associate 
Chief Counsel (Strategic International Projects), the Director of the IRS Advance 
Pricing Agreement Program and Deputy Director of the Advance Pricing and Mutual 
Agreement Program.  John also worked in Branch 6 of the IRS Office of Associate 
Chief Counsel International and two law firms in Washington D.C.  John has his B.A. 
cum laude from the University of Notre Dame, his J.D. from the Duke University 
School of Law, and his LL.M. in Taxation from Georgetown University Law Center.   
  
 
Jeruchim, Kenneth A. 
ACCI, Attorney-Advisor 
Internal Revenue Service 
 
Kenneth Jeruchim is the Assistant to the Branch Chief, Associate Chief Counsel 
(International), Branch 4.  Before joining the IRS, Kenneth worked at Sutherland 
Asbill & Brennan LLP (now Eversheds Sutherland) and Skadden, Arps, Slate, 
Meagher & Flom LLP.  He has J.D. and LL.M. degrees from Georgetown University 
Law Center where he also served as an adjunct professor for several years. 
 
 
 
 
 



Kautter, David J. 
Assistant Secretary for Tax Policy 
U.S. Department of Treasury 
 
David J. Kautter was confirmed as the U.S. Department of the Treasury’s Assistant 
Secretary for Tax Policy on August 3, 2017.   
 
As the Assistant Secretary for Tax Policy, Mr. Kautter is responsible for developing 
and implementing federal tax policies and programs, reviewing regulations and 
rulings to administer the Internal Revenue Code, negotiating tax treaties, and 
providing economic and legal policy analysis for domestic and international tax 
policy decisions. He is also responsible for providing revenue estimates for the 
President's budget, fiscal policy decisions, and cash management decisions. In 
addition, Assistant Secretary Kautter is responsible for the Alcohol and Tobacco Tax 
and Trade Bureau (TTB). TTB is responsible for enforcing and administering laws 
covering the production, use, and distribution of alcohol and tobacco products. TTB 
also collects excise taxes for firearms and ammunition. 
 
Mr. Kautter served as Acting Commissioner of the Internal Revenue Service from 
November 2017 until October 2018. 
 
Prior to joining the Treasury Department, Assistant Secretary Kautter was the 
Partner in Charge of RSM’s Washington National Tax practice. Prior to that, Mr. 
Kautter was the Managing Director and inaugural leader of the Kogod Tax Center at 
American University where he was also Executive in Residence in the Department of 
Accounting and Taxation at the Kogod School of Business. Before leading the Kogod 
Center, he was with Ernst & Young for over 30 years. During that time, he served as 
the Director of National Tax and was that firm’s lead specialist in the taxation of 
compensation and benefits. Assistant Secretary Kautter has published more than 
50 articles on various areas of federal taxation. 
 
Assistant Secretary Kautter also served as Tax Legislative Counsel for former U.S. 
Senator John C. Danforth. He advised Senator Danforth, a member of the Senate 
Finance Committee, on matters affecting taxation, securities law, and banking 
regulation and drafted the original version of the research and development tax 
credit. 
 
 
Kelly, Brigid 
ITC, Attorney-Advisor 
U.S. Department of Treasury 
 
Brigid Kelly is an attorney-advisor in the U.S. Treasury Department’s Office of the 
International Tax Counsel.  At Treasury, Brigid has worked on regulations 
implementing the international tax provisions of the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act, and tax 
issues arising in the context of the G-20 and G-7.  She also focuses on issues 



relating to income tax treaties.  Prior to joining Treasury, Brigid was an associate at 
a law firm in Washington, D.C.   
 
 
Kleinberg, Rachel D. 
Partner 
Davis Polk and Wardwell LLP 
 
Ms. Kleinberg is a tax partner in the Northern California office. Her practice focuses 
on advice to corporate and private equity fund clients on mergers and acquisitions, 
joint ventures, spinoffs and reorganizations, as well as cross-border restructurings. 
She also has significant experience in the areas of corporate finance and derivatives.  
 
 
LePree, Summer Ayers 
Partner 
Bilzin Sumberg Baena Price & Axelrod LLP 
 
Summer Ayers LePree is a Partner in Bilzin Sumberg's Tax Group, where she 
focuses her practice on international taxation. She has extensive experience 
advising clients on international restructurings, treaty planning techniques, and 
other international and domestic corporate and partnership tax matters, as well as 
significant experience with international tax planning and structuring for high-net-
worth private clients, including pre-immigration planning, expatriation planning, 
and cross-border income and transfer tax aspects of trusts and estates.  

Summer has represented clients before the United States Tax Court, the Internal 
Revenue Service, and the United States Treasury. She is a frequent contributor to 
Bilzin Sumberg's Taxes Without Borders Blog and a prolific speaker and author on 
various topics in international tax law. Summer regularly sits on panels for various 
industry organizations, including the American Bar Association and the 
International Bar Association.  

Summer was selected as a 2017 "Up and Coming" Tax attorney by Chambers USA 
and has been recognized in the field of Tax Law for her professional achievements in 
esteemed legal publications such as The Best Lawyers in America and Florida Super 
Lawyers. Summer was selected by the Daily Business Review for the esteemed 2015 
"On the Rise" award, an honor that only 40 South Florida Lawyers under the age of 
40 were selected to receive. She also has taught as an adjunct professor at the 
University of Miami and University of Florida Law Schools and currently serves as 
the Chair Elect of the United States Activities of Foreigners and Tax Treaties 
Committee of the American Bar Association Tax Section. 

Summer earned her law degree, graduating with honors, and her Master of Laws in 
Taxation, with high honors, from the University of Florida. She graduated from the 
University of Miami with her bachelor's degree in International Finance and 
Marketing, graduating with high honors, as well as her MBA, with honors. 



Majure, Kimberly Tan 
Partner 
KPMG LLP 
 
Based in the DC office of Washington National Tax, Kim is KPMG’s Inbound Tax 
Leader.  In this role, she advises clients on inbound and outbound / “sandwich” 
international tax planning and controversy issues, including BEAT and other Tax 
Reform issues, cross border payments and withholding, and inbound investment 
planning including FDII opportunities. Kim is also KPMG’s national leader on BEPS 
Country-by-Country (“CbyC”) reporting.  
 
Kim was an adjunct professor with the Georgetown University Law Center for 11 
years, teaching a mix of international tax classes for Georgetown’s LL.M. program, 
including an advanced international tax seminar and a cross-border tax controversy 
workshop. Kim regularly writes and speaks outside of the academic setting. She is a 
featured speaker on Tax Reform, Inbound issues, and cross-border information 
reporting, at the Tax Executives Institute Audit & Appeals Seminar, Annual 
Conference, Mid-Year Conference, and European workshops (2011 through 
present).  Kim is the lead author on an annual periodical, “Select U.S. Federal 
Income Tax Consequences in European Joint Venture,” for PLI’s Tax Planning for 
Domestic & Foreign Partnerships, LLCs, Joint Ventures, & Other Strategic Alliances 
(2006-present).  Kim serves on the GW-IRS International Tax Conference Advisory 
Board and is a regular moderator and panelist for conference sessions.  The current 
chair of the ABA Tax Section Committee on Foreign Activities of U.S. Taxpayers, Kim 
also leads the Tax Section’s working groups on BEAT, FDII, and Cloud Taxation.  
Prior to joining KPMG, Ms. Majure was a partner in the D.C. law firm, Miller & 
Chevalier, where she provided clients with foreign structuring and tax planning 
services as well as representation in IRS audit and appeals proceedings.  
 
 
Manning, Paul 
ACCI, Special Counsel 
Internal Revenue Service 
 
Paul Manning works on international tax litigation and field service matters in the 
Office of Associate Chief Counsel (International). He works on a broad range of 
international tax issues. He was a trial counsel in several Tax Court cases, and his 
background includes both government and private sector experience. 
 
 
Maruca, Samuel 
Partner 
Covington & Burling LLP 
 
Sam has practiced exclusively in the area of federal income tax since 1983, focusing 
on large-case controversies, including complex transfer pricing disputes. He has 



represented both U.S. and foreign-based multinational companies in the 
biopharmaceutical, information technology, internet commerce, communications 
and media, consulting services, heavy manufacturing, and retail sectors, in matters 
at the audit level, in IRS Appeals, in mediation, in competent authority, and in the 
courts. In advising clients, he often collaborates with foreign legal advisers and 
works regularly with leading transfer pricing economists and industry experts. From 
2011-2014, Sam served as the first Director of Transfer Pricing Operations in the 
Large Business & International Division of the Internal Revenue Service, where he 
had national responsibility for transfer pricing compliance and for double tax cases 
under US tax treaties.  Sam also represented the IRS in connection with the Base 
Erosion and Profit Shifting (“BEPS”) initiative of the Organization for Economic 
Cooperation and Development.  
 
 
McCarrick, Shane M. 
ACCI, Senior Counsel 
Internal Revenue Service 
 
Shane McCarrick is a Senior Counsel in the Office of Associate Chief Counsel 
(International), Branch 4.  He specializes in the taxation of cross-border mergers, 
acquisitions, and other restructurings, as well as dual consolidated losses and the 
hybrid mismatch provisions.  He has been working in Branch 4 since 2011.  Mr. 
McCarrick received his Juris Doctor, magna cum laude, from George Mason 
University School of Law and his Bachelor of Arts degree in economics and political 
science from Hood College. 
 
 
McDonald, Timothy M. 
Vice President, Global Taxes 
Proctor & Gamble Company 
 
Tim McDonald is the Vice President – Finance & Accounting, Global Taxes at The 
Procter & Gamble Company.  He joined Procter & Gamble in 2003, supervising 
approximately 210 global tax professionals located in 32 countries.  Responsible for 
all matters pertaining to corporate income and transactional taxes (VAT, GST and 
Sales/Use Taxes) globally, including tax policy positions involving legislation, 
planning, compliance and audit defense.  The tax function also has responsibility 
for technical support and audit defense for various other taxes which it does not 
directly operate (including for example; customs valuation matters, excise, and 
property taxes). 
 
Prior to joining Procter & Gamble, Mr. Mcdonald worked at Baxter International Inc. 
(Spring 1996 to December 2003) first as tax counsel focusing on M&A and 
international tax planning and then shortly afterwards as director of International 
tax focusing on planning, transfer pricing and MAP matters before assuming 



responsibility for the tax function in the Fall of 1998 as the head of tax at Baxter.  
His scope of responsibilities as head of tax were similar to his current position.   

 
Prior to joining Baxter, he was a Senior Tax Manager in the international tax group 
at Deloitte & Touche (1989 to 1996).  He was also member of the National Transfer 
Pricing Team during the last four years at Deloitte.  Held roles of increasing client 
service responsibility in the areas of general international tax planning, transfer 
pricing consulting, M&A structuring (primarily with an international focus), general 
compliance and SEC tax related reporting. After graduating from Law School, he 
joined Coopers and Lybrand first as Tax Staff and later Tax Supervisor (1986 to 
1989).  While in Law School he worked as a tax intern at General Motors 
Corporation performing legislative analysis for what became the Tax Reform Act of 
1986 (1985-1986).    
 
He has a bachelor’s degree (BSA) concentrating in Accounting from the University of 
Michigan and a law degree from Wayne State University Law School (JD) and has 
been licensed as both a CPA and Attorney. 
 
 
Merrick, John 
ACCI, Senior Level Counsel 
Internal Revenue Service, 
 
John Merrick is a Senior Level Counsel to the Associate Chief Counsel 
(International) in the Office of Chief Counsel.  Prior to joining Chief Counsel, Mr. 
Merrick practiced international tax in the national offices of two accounting firms in 
Washington.  He also practiced international and corporate tax in Chicago with an 
accounting firm and a law firm.  Mr. Merrick holds a Bachelors in Business 
Administration in accounting from Loyola University Chicago, summa cum laude, 
where he also earned his J.D., cum laude, and was a member of the Loyola Law 
Journal.  He obtained an LL.M. in Taxation from the De Paul College of Law.  He 
also passed the Certified Public Accountant exam. 
 
 
Mollerus, Michael T. 
Partner 
Davis Polk & Wardwell LLP 
 
Mr. Mollerus is a partner in Davis Polk’s Tax Department. His practice centers on 
advice to international and domestic corporate, real estate and private equity fund 
clients on initial public offerings, mergers, acquisitions, spinoffs and other major 
transactions, including structured financings. Mr. Mollerus’ clients have included 
many financial institutions and corporate clients, including Aptiv, Bausch Health, 
Bertelsmann, Emerson, Morgan Stanley, PartnerRe, Pfizer, Roche, Reckitt 
Benckiser, Takeda, and Uniti. 
 



Murillo, Jose 
Partner, Director of NTD ITS, National Tax Department 
Ernst & Young LLP 
 
Jose is a National Tax partner and leads the International Tax and Transaction 
Services group within Ernst & Young LLP’s National Tax Department. His practice 
focuses primarily on cross—border acquisitions, dispositions and restructurings. 
Prior to his current role, Jose was in the Treasury Department’s Office of Tax Policy, 
where he assisted with the development of international tax policy, Treasury 
regulations and other guidance, and negotiating income tax treaties. Prior to his 
time at the Treasury Department, he was part of EY’s International Tax Services 
practices in the Houston and Washington, DC offices. Jose received a MPA 
(Taxation) and a BBA (Accounting) from The University of Texas at Austin. Jose is a 
CPA licensed in Texas and Washington DC.  Jose is a frequent contributor to 
international tax publications and speaker at internal and external international tax 
seminars. 
 
 
Nelan, Kamela 
ITC, Attorney-Advisor 
U.S. Department of Treasury 
 
Kamela Nelan is an attorney with the Office of Tax Policy – International Tax 
Counsel at the Treasury Department.  Previously Kamela was senior counsel in 
branch 8 of the Office of Associate Chief Counsel (International) at the IRS. 
 

Ngo, Caroline H. 
Partner 
McDermott Will & Emery 
 
Caroline H. Ngo is co-leader of McDermott Will & Emery LLP’s International Tax 
Affinity Group and is based in Washington, DC. She advises publicly traded 
companies on international tax planning, cross-border mergers and acquisitions, 
application of bilateral income tax treaties, and other international tax matters. 
Since the passage of the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act of 2017 (TCJA), a substantial 
portion of Caroline’s practice has been advising clients on the new international tax 
provisions, including the new foreign tax credit regime (including expense 
apportionment), the GILTI regime, the participation exemption under section 245A, 
the BEAT, and the transition tax under section 965. Caroline recently served as lead 
counsel in a significant litigation in the US Tax Court, and her team secured a 
complete victory for the client. 
 



Nichols, Kevin 
ITC, Senior Counsel to the International Tax Counsel 
U.S. Department of Treasury 
 
Kevin Nichols is a Senior Counsel in the office of the International Tax Counsel at 
the U.S. Department of Treasury. Previously, Kevin was a counsel at Skadden, Arps, 
Slate, Meagher & Flom and a senior tax counsel for Zoetis Inc.  Kevin received his 
J.D. from Georgetown University and his undergraduate degree from Boston 
College.  Kevin is also a certified public accountant and worked earlier in his career 
as an accountant for PricewaterhouseCoopers.   
 
 
Noren, David 
Partner 
McDermott Will & Emery LLP 
 
David G. Noren is a partner in the law firm of McDermott Will & Emery LLP and is 
based in the Firm's Washington, D.C. office.  He focuses his practice on 
international tax planning for multinational companies.  David’s work in this area 
covers a wide range of both “outbound” and “inbound” issues, with particular focus 
on subpart F, the recently enacted GILTI, FDII, and BEAT regimes, bilateral income 
tax treaties, and the treatment of cross-border flows of services and intellectual 
property rights under transfer pricing and other rules.  
 
Prior to joining the Firm, David served for nearly five years as legislation counsel to 
the Joint Committee on Taxation in the U.S. Congress, where he advised the House 
Ways & Means Committee, the Senate Finance Committee, and other members of 
Congress on proposed international tax legislation.  He played a major role in the 
development of several international tax bills, including the American Jobs Creation 
Act of 2004.  He also advised the Senate Foreign Relations Committee on the review 
and ratification of several tax treaties and protocols, carried out the international 
tax aspects of special investigations and studies requested by members of Congress, 
and assisted in the Joint Committee staff's review of large tax refunds in the 
international area.  Prior to working in Congress, David taught in the tax program at 
the New York University School of Law and practiced tax law in the Chicago office of 
another prominent law firm. 
 
David is a frequent writer and speaker on international tax issues.  His articles have 
appeared in the BNA Tax Management International Journal, the IBFD International 
Transfer Pricing Journal, the Tax Law Review, Taxes--The Tax Magazine, and Tax 
Notes, and he is a co-author of the BNA Tax Management Portfolios on CFCs--
General Overview and CFCs—Foreign Personal Holding Company Income.  David 
has spoken at conferences and seminars hosted by the American Bar Association, 
BNA Tax Management Advisory Board, District of Columbia Bar, George Washington 
University, International Fiscal Association, International Tax Institute, National 
Tax Association, Tax Council Policy Institute, Tax Executives Institute, the 



University of Chicago, and the University of Virginia.  David also has testified in 
Congressional hearings on international tax issues, and he has served as chair and 
vice-chair of the International Tax Committee of the District of Columbia Bar 
Taxation Section. 
 
David earned his J.D., magna cum laude, from Harvard Law School, where he was 
an editor of the Harvard Law Review, and his A.B., with distinction and Phi Beta 
Kappa, from Stanford University.  David is admitted to practice in the District of 
Columbia and Illinois. 
 
 
Olson, Pamela F. 
U.S. Deputy Tax Leader & WNTS Leader 
PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP  

Pam is a U.S. Deputy Tax Leader and Washington National Tax Services Leader of 
PwC. In her role with WNTS, Pam leads a team that includes many former senior 
government officials and policy advisers.   

Prior to joining PwC, Pam led the Washington tax practice at Skadden, Arps, and 
served as assistant secretary for tax policy at the US Department of the Treasury.   

Pam has represented clients in a broad range of matters, including IRS audits, 
appeals and litigation; congressional investigations; private letter ruling requests, 
proposed regulations, and other IRS and Treasury guidance; and in the legislative 
process. She is a frequent speaker on tax, economic and federal budget matters and 
has testified before several congressional committees, most recently before the 
House Ways and Means Select Revenue Measures Subcommittee on the impact of 
temporary tax provisions.  Pam also held positions with the chief counsel’s office of 
the Internal Revenue Service as special assistant to the chief counsel, attorney-
adviser in the Legislation and Regulations Division and trial attorney in San Diego 
District Counsel. In 2000 and 2001, Pam was the first woman to serve as chair of 
the American Bar Association Section of Taxation.  

Pam received her B.A., M.B.A., and J.D. from the University of Minnesota. 
 
 
Peroni, Robert J.  
Fondren Foundation Centennial Chair for Faculty Excellence 
and Professor of Law  
The University of Texas School of Law 
 
Professor Robert Peroni practiced law in Chicago and San Francisco and was a 
member of the Tulane law faculty (from 1981-1989) and the George Washington 
University law faculty (from 1989-2003) before joining the Texas law faculty in Fall 
2003.  He was the first recipient of Tulane's Felix Frankfurter Distinguished 



Teaching Award.  During the 1985-86 academic year, Professor Peroni served as a 
professor-in-residence in the Office of Chief Counsel of the IRS.  He was a recipient 
of George Washington University Law School's Distinguished Faculty Service Award, 
selected by vote of the 1991 and 1993 graduating classes.  He held the title of the 
Robert Kramer Research Professor of Law while on the G.W. law faculty.  Professor 
Peroni also has taught as a visiting professor on the law faculties of New York 
University, the University of Pennsylvania, the University of Texas, UCLA, 
Northwestern University (where, during the 2002-03 academic year, he served as 
the J. Landis Martin Visiting Professor of Law and Business, and, during the Fall 
2006 semester, he served as the Jack N. Pritzker Distinguished Visiting Professor of 
Law), and Georgetown University.  In 2006, Professor Peroni was the recipient of the 
Texas Exes Faculty Teaching Award for excellence in teaching at the University of 
Texas School of Law.  In 2012, he was appointed an Adjunct Research Fellow at 
Monash University’s Department of Business Law and Taxation.  Professor Peroni's 
research and teaching interests are in the areas of federal taxation, law and 
economics, international trade, and professional responsibility and legal ethics.  He 
has been the academic co-chair of the Institute’s Advisory Board since 1991, and 
also is the academic co-chair of the biennial Parker C. Fielder Oil and Gas Tax 
Conference, co-sponsored by the IRS and the University of Texas School of Law. 

Professor Peroni has co-authored six books, including the three-volume treatise U.S. 
International Taxation, and has written many articles that appear in a variety of law 
journals.  He is currently serving as a Vice Chair of the ABA Section of Taxation’s 
Committee on Foreign Activities of U.S. Taxpayers and previously served as the 
Chair of the AALS’ Tax Section.  He is a Fellow of the American College of Tax 
Counsel.  Professor Peroni has taught a number of courses in the NYU/IRS 
Continuing Professional Education program and has lectured at numerous CLE 
programs on a variety of legal topics.   

Professor Peroni received a B.S.C. degree in Accounting from DePaul University in 
1973, a J.D. degree from Northwestern University School of Law in 1976, and an 
LL.M. (in Taxation) from New York University School of Law in 1980. 

 
Pfeiffer, Glenn 
International Tax Counsel 
GE Treasury 
 
Glenn Pfeiffer is International Tax Counsel at General Electric, currently focusing 
his energies on GE Treasury and GE Capital.  Over his fifteen years in GE’s tax 
department, Glenn has had a variety of tax roles in different GE business segments. 
Prior to joining GE, Glenn was a tax associate at Dewey Ballantine LLP and a senior 
tax accountant at a Fortune 500 publishing company. Glenn has a JD from 
Fordham University School of Law and a BS in Accounting from Yeshiva University’s 
Sy Syms School of Business.  
 



Punchak, Natalie 
ACCI, General Attorney 
Internal Revenue Service 
 
Natalie Punchak is an attorney in Branch 2 of the Office of Associate Chief Counsel 
(International), where she works on section 965, subpart F, PFIC, and GILTI issues. 
She is a principal co-author of the section 965 final regulations. Before joining the 
IRS, Ms. Punchak was a tax associate in the Washington, D.C. office of Caplin & 
Drysdale, Chartered. Ms. Punchak holds a J.D. from the University of Pennsylvania 
Law School, a certificate in Business Economics from Wharton Business School, a 
Master of Public Policy from the University of Oxford, and a B.A. from Georgetown 
University.  
 
 
Ring, Diane M. 
Professor of Law 
Associate Dean for Faculty and the Dr. Thomas F. Carney Distinguished Scholar 
Boston College Law College 
 
Diane M. Ring is a Professor of Law, Associate Dean for Faculty, and the Dr. 
Thomas F. Carney Distinguished Scholar at Boston College Law School, where she 
researches and writes primarily in the fields of international taxation, ethical issues 
in taxation, and corporate taxation.  Ms. Ring was the U.S. National Reporter for the 
2012 IFA Conference on the Debt-Equity Conundrum, and was the U.S. National 
Reporter for the 2004 IFA Conference on Double Nontaxation. Ms. Ring has worked 
as a consultant to the U.N. on projects regarding treaties and transparency and 
disclosure for developing countries. Ms. Ring is also co-author of three case books 
in taxation – one on ethical issues in federal tax practice, one on corporate taxation, 
and one on international taxation. Ms. Ring was the IBFD 2019 Professor in 
Residence in Amsterdam.  
 
Prior to joining the Boston College Law School, Ms. Ring was an associate professor 
of law at the University of Florida Levin College of Law, and an assistant professor at 
Harvard Law School. Before entering academia, Ms. Ring practiced at the firm of 
Caplin & Drysdale in Washington, D.C., specializing in the area of international tax 
and the taxation of financial instruments. Ms. Ring also clerked for Judge Jon O. 
Newman of the Second Circuit Court of Appeals.  Ms. Ring received her A.B. and 
J.D. from Harvard University. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Rizek, Christopher 
Member and General Counsel 
Caplin & Drysdale, Chartered 
 
Christopher S. Rizek is a member of the law firm of Caplin & Drysdale, Chartered, 
in Washington, D.C.  He formerly served as Associate Tax Legislative Counsel in the 
U.S. Treasury Department, Office of Tax Policy, where he helped write tax 
procedural guidance and legislation, including particularly the Taxpayer Bill of 
Rights 2 (1996) and the IRS Restructuring and Reform Act of 1998.  He has also 
previously worked in other Washington law firms and as a Trial Attorney in the U.S. 
Department of Justice, Tax Division.    
  
Mr. Rizek has a bachelor’s degree in philosophy from Dartmouth College and 
received his J.D. and his LL.M. in Taxation from Georgetown University Law Center.  
He currently is an Adjunct Professor at Georgetown University Law Center, was 
formerly Chairman of the Anne Arundel County (Maryland) Ethics Commission, and 
has chaired committees and served in other capacities in the D.C. Bar’s Taxation 
Section, the American Bar Association, Section of Taxation, and the American 
College of Tax Counsel.  
 
 
Rolfes, Danielle 
Partner 
KPMG LLP 
 
Danielle co-leads the International Tax Group within KPMG’s Washington National 
Tax office.  Danielle joined KPMG in June 2017, following her tenure as the 
International Tax Counsel at the U.S. Department of the Treasury. 
 
Danielle advises clients on U.S. international tax matters, including tax planning with 
respect to their structures, operations, and transactions.  In particular, she has 
extensive experience advising on issues relating to international tax policy, tax 
treaties, foreign currency, the source of income rules, deferral planning, and foreign 
tax credits. 
 
Prior to joining KPMG, Danielle served as an executive in the Treasury Department’s 
Office of Tax Policy.  She joined Treasury in 2011 as Deputy International Tax 
Counsel, and served as the International Tax Counsel from September 2012 through 
February 2017.  As International Tax Counsel, Danielle led Treasury’s international 
tax legal staff, and was the principal legal adviser to the Assistant Secretary (Tax 
Policy) and the Deputy Assistant Secretary (International Tax Affairs) on all aspects 
of international tax policy, including the development and review of proposals for U.S. 
tax reform and the representation of the United States in international organizations 
such as the Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development.  Danielle also 
was responsible for the promulgation of regulations and administrative guidance 
regarding the U.S. taxation of cross-border income, and she led the negotiation of tax 



treaties and the development of the first comprehensive update to the U.S. Model 
Income Tax Treaty in ten years.   
 
Prior to joining Treasury, Danielle was a partner at Ivins, Phillips & Barker, where 
she advised multinational corporations on international tax planning, controversy, 
and compliance matters, as well as on tax accounting methods.  Before law school, 
Danielle was an accountant at Procter & Gamble.  
 
Danielle is a frequent speaker and writer on a variety of international tax topics. In 
addition to numerous articles. Danielle is the author of AN ANALYSIS of FIN 48-
ACCOUNTING FOR UNCERTAIN INCOME TAX POSITIONS (Matthew Bender, 3d ed. 
2009). 
 
 
Romanova, Elena 
Partner 
Lathan & Watkins LLP 
 
Elena Romanova is a partner in the New York office of Latham & Watkins. She 
brings extensive experience in tax matters related to equity derivatives and other 
financial products as well as U.S. taxation of multinational financial institutions. 
Ms. Romanova provides clients with firsthand industry experience and a deep 
understanding of unique tax issues faced by broker-dealers and banks in both 
institutional and retail businesses. Ms. Romanova is regularly called upon to speak 
at tax conferences to discuss issues relating to derivatives and to the financial 
industry. 
 
Prior to joining Latham, Ms. Romanova was a Managing Director at Citigroup, where 
she served as the Global Head of the Business Tax Advisory, supporting the 
Institutional Clients Group and the Consumer Bank. She also practiced for several 
years at another major New York firm and prior to that, served as a Tax Policy 
Fellow at the US Treasury Department, Office of Tax Policy. During her tenure at 
Citigroup, Ms. Romanova served on the Board of Directors of the Wall Street Tax 
Association. 
 
 
Saint-Amans, Pascal 
Director, CTPA 
Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) 
 
Pascal Saint-Amans took on his duties as Director of the Center for Tax Policy and 
Administration at the OECD on 1 February 2012. Mr. Saint-Amans, a French 



national, joined the OECD in September 2007 as Head of the International Co-
operation and Tax Competition Division in the CTPA.  He played a key role in the 
advancement of the OECD tax transparency agenda in the context of the G20.  In 
October 2009 he was appointed Head of the Global Forum Division, created to 
service the Global Forum on Transparency and Exchange of Information for Tax 
Purposes, a programme with the participation of over 100 countries.  
 Mr. Saint-Amans graduated from the National School of Administration (ENA) in 
1996, and was an official in the French Ministry for Finance for nearly a decade.  He 
held various positions within the Treasury, including heading the supervision of  the 
EU work on direct taxes and overseeing  legislation and policy on wealth tax and 
mergers and spin offs.  He was also the head of tax treaty negotiations and mutual 
agreement procedures.  In this capacity, he participated in the OECD Working Party 
No. 1 of the Committee on Fiscal Affairs as the delegate for France before being 
elected Chair of WP1 in 2005.  He was also a member of the UN Group of Experts on 
International Co-operation in Tax Matters, becoming a “rapporteur” in 2006.  Before 
leaving government service, he was Deputy Director in charge of litigation at the 
Direction Générale des Impôts.  
 
Mr. Saint-Amans also served as Financial Director of the Energy Regulation 
Committee between 1999 and 2002 and was responsible for the introduction of new 
electricity tariffs.  
 
Having earned a degree in history, Mr. Saint-Amans also received a degree from the 
Institut d’études politiques of Paris.  
 
 
Samoc, Agnieszka E. 
Vice President, Tax Counsel 
Danaher Corporation 
 
Agnieszka Samoc is the Vice President, Tax Counsel for Danaher Corporation, a 
Fortune 200 company. In this role for the past ten years Agnieszka has led tax 
planning for execution of third party deals, internal reorganizations, integrations, 
structure and legal entity management, business expansion, treasury operations, 
and similar domestic and international tax planning initiatives including 
preparation for and implementation of tax reform related projects.   Prior to joining 
Danaher, she was a senior member EY's transaction tax advisory services in New 
York. In her ten year EY career she has also been involved with the accounting 
methods practice, and started her career implementing Australia's new Goods and 
Services Tax (GST) regime for EY's government clients. Agnieszka holds an LLM in 



Tax from Georgetown University, and a Law (with honors) and Commerce 
(Accounting) degree from the Australian National University. She serves on Tax 
Executive Institute's New York board and is a Vice Chair of the International 
Committee. She has spoken on multiple panels for TEI, ABA and GW and is an 
adjunct professor at Georgetown Law. 
 
 
Sensenbrenner, Eric B. 
Partner 
Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP 
 
Eric Sensenbrenner is a partner in the Washington, D.C. office of Skadden, Arps 
and is co-head of the Firm's Global Tax practice.  Mr. Sensenbrenner has extensive 
experience in assisting clients in the planning and execution of mergers, 
acquisitions and spin-offs, and in structuring cross-border investments and capital 
markets transactions.  
 
Mr. Sensenbrenner regularly advises U.S. and international multinational 
companies in connection with cross-border mergers and acquisitions, and post-
acquisition restructuring and integration transactions, and represents clients in 
connection with structuring cross-border investments, including the formation of 
U.S. and foreign joint ventures. Mr. Sensenbrenner also regularly advises clients 
with respect to international tax planning matters generally, including subpart F, 
the foreign tax credit and transfer pricing. He is a frequent author and lecturer on 
topics related to corporate and international taxation. 
 
Mr. Sensenbrenner repeatedly has been selected for inclusion in Chambers Global: 
The World’s Leading Lawyers for Business and Chambers USA: America’s Leading 
Lawyers for Business, and also has been named in Who’s Who Legal: Corporate Tax.  
 
 
Setzer, Theodore D. 
Assistant Deputy Commissioner (International), LB&I 
Internal Revenue Service 
 
Theodore Setzer is the Assistant Deputy Commissioner (International) within the 
Large Business and International (LB&I) Division of the United States Internal 
Revenue Service.  He has been delegated Competent Authority status for the United 
States.  He coordinates the IRS’s engagements with international organizations 
including the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD), the 
Forum on Tax Administration (FTA), and the Global Forum on Transparency and 
Exchange of Information for Tax Purposes.  As a member of LB&I’s Compliance 
Strategy Council, he is a leader in the development and execution of LB&I’s strategy 
for compliance enforcement. 
 



Mr. Setzer previously served as Director of the Foreign Payments Practice within 
LB&I.  In that role, he was responsible for developing and coordinating LB&I’s 
overall international information reporting and withholding tax compliance 
activities.  Prior to joining LB&I, Mr. Setzer spent nearly ten years in the IRS Office 
of Chief Counsel, most recently as Deputy Associate Chief Counsel for Strategic 
International Programs, where he oversaw his office’s role in negotiating, 
interpreting, and administering tax treaties and other international agreements.  
Mr. Setzer also represented the Office of Chief Counsel at the OECD and other 
multinational organizations and played a major role in coordinating the IRS’s 
strategy for combating abusive tax shelters.  Prior to joining the IRS, Mr. Setzer 
practiced law at firms in Washington, D.C. and Phoenix, Arizona.  
 
Mr. Setzer holds a B.S.B.A. from Northern Arizona University (1991), a J.D. from the 
University of Arizona (1994), and an LL.M. in taxation from New York University 
(1995). 
 
 
Spinowitz, Moshe 
Partner 
Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom LLC 
 
Moshe Spinowitz is a partner in the Boston office of Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher 
& Flom.  He represents clients on a range of tax matters related to corporate 
transactions, including public and private company mergers and acquisitions, with 
a particular emphasis on international tax matters, cross-border acquisitions, 
postacquisition integration and restructuring transactions and supply chain 
planning.  
  
His practice focuses on clients in the pharmaceutical industry, including both 
mature pharmaceutical companies and earlier stage companies.  
  
In addition, Mr. Spinowitz advises clients on a range of tax controversy matters 
during all phases of IRS audits and appeals.  
  
Prior to joining Skadden, Arps, Mr. Spinowitz served as a law clerk to Judge Michael 
Boudin on the U.S. Court of Appeals for the First Circuit, and as a law clerk to 
Associate Justice Antonin Scalia on the U.S. Supreme Court.  
  
 
Stack, Robert B. 
Managing Director, Washington National and International Tax 
Deloitte Tax LLP 
 
Bob Stack is a Managing Director in Deloitte’s Washington National Tax international 
tax practice where he advises U.S. companies on a full range of international tax 
issues and collaborates with Deloitte’s global member firms on international tax 



developments and initiatives, including those from the Organisation for Economic Co-
Operation and Development  (OECD).    Until January 2017, he was the Deputy 
Assistant Secretary for International Tax Affairs in the Office of Tax Policy at the US 
Department of the Treasury where he worked directly with the assistant secretary of 
tax policy and the international tax counsel in developing and implementing all 
aspects of U.S international tax policy, including treaties, regulations and legislative 
proposals.   

During his tenure at the Treasury Department, Bob was the US lead on BEPS. He led 
the US efforts with respect to BEPS issues particular to the financial services industry 
around interest expense limitations, and in that regard worked closely with Saul 
Rosen of Citibank. He was also actively engaged in interactions with the financial 
services industry around both FATCA and the regulations under Section 385.    

In addition, Bob was the official representative of the Obama administration for 
international tax policy and represented the U.S. government at the OECD where he 
was involved in all aspects of the Base Erosion and Profit Shifting (BEPS) initiative. 
Prior to joining Treasury, Mr. Stack had over 26 years of experience in international 
tax matters, representing both corporations and individuals. 
 
 
Stahl, Raymond 
ACCI, Special Counsel 
Internal Revenue Service 
 
Ray Stahl is a Special Counsel in the office of the Associate Chief Counsel 
(International) at the IRS.  Ray previously served as the Assistant to the Branch 
Chief in Branch 5 of ACCI, which he originally joined as an attorney advisor in 
2011.  Before joining ACCI, Ray was an associate in the tax department at Ropes & 
Gray LLP.  Ray received his J.D. from Harvard Law School in 2007 and a Bachelor’s 
degree from Williams College in 2003. 
 
 
Sutton, Wade  
ITC, Senior Counsel to the International Tax Counsel 
U.S. Department of Treasury 
 
Mr. Sutton joined the Treasury Department in 2018 and is currently Deputy 
International Tax Counsel.  Mr. Sutton shares responsibility for international tax 
guidance, including regulations implementing the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act of 2017, 
and representing the United States in its negotiations with foreign governments and 
at the OECD.  Mr. Sutton works closely with members of Congress, foreign tax 
administrators, the Internal Revenue Service and stakeholders in helping to shape 
international tax policy. 
 



Prior to joining the Treasury Department, Mr. Sutton was a principal in PwC’s 
Washington, DC office.  He holds degrees from Vanderbilt University Law School 
and Washington University in Saint Louis. 
 
 
Tebbs, Jeffrey M. 
International Tax Counsel – Tax Department 
Lockheed Martin Corporation 
 
Jeff currently serves as International Tax Counsel for Lockheed Martin Corporation, 
with a portfolio that includes cross-border acquisitions, restructurings, joint 
ventures, repatriation planning, transfer pricing, FDII implementation, and foreign 
tax credit management.  Prior to joining Lockheed Martin, Jeff worked in private 
practice at Miller & Chevalier Chartered and Bingham McCutchen LLP and served 
as a judicial law clerk to the Honorable Janet C. Hall of the U.S. District Court for 
the District of Connecticut.   Jeff is a 2010 graduate of Yale Law School, where he 
served as Editor-in-Chief of the Yale Journal of Health Policy, Law, and 
Ethics.  Before law school, Jeff worked as a research analyst in the Economic 
Studies Program at The Brookings Institution.  Jeff received his undergraduate 
degree from the University of Virginia, graduating with Highest Distinction.  Jeff is 
admitted to the bar in the District of Columbia.   
 
 
Varma, Amanda 
Partner 
Steptoe & Johnson LLP 
 
Amanda Varma advises multinational businesses, family offices, and high-net-worth 
individuals on U.S. federal income tax matters, with particular focus on 
international tax planning and controversies. She counsels both U.S.- and foreign-
owned businesses across a variety of industries, regularly advising on the U.S. tax 
consequences of cross-border investments, reorganizations, business 
restructurings, acquisitions, and financings.  In addition to advising clients on 
international tax planning, Amanda represents clients in IRS examinations, appeals, 
and trial and appellate court litigation. She regularly advises clients on special 
issues arising in international tax controversies, including competent authority and 
information exchange issues, and is a co-author of the Practicing Law Institute 
treatise, “International Tax Controversies: A Practical Guide.”  Amanda is an 
Adjunct Professor of Law in the Graduate Tax Program at the Georgetown University 
Law Center, where she teaches U.S. International Inbound Tax.  Amanda received 
her J.D., magna cum laude, from the University of Michigan Law School, where she 
was Executive Editor of the Michigan Law Review.  She holds a B.A., with high 
honors, from the University of California, Berkeley. 
 
 
 



Wang, James (Jim) S. 
ITC, Attorney-Advisor 
U.S. Department of Treasury 
 
Jim Wang is an attorney-advisor in the Office of the International Tax Counsel in 
the Office of Tax Policy. Since joining the Treasury Department in May 2018, Jim 
has worked on a variety of projects, including regulations implementing changes 
made to the US international tax system by the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act. Prior to 
joining Treasury, Jim was an associate in the Washington office of the law firm 
Jones Day, where he focused on M&A and cross-border tax planning. 
 
 
Wilcox, Gary B. 
Partner 
Mayer Brown 
 
Gary Wilcox is a partner in Mayer Brown's Washington DC office and a member of 
the Tax Controversy and Transfer Pricing practices. Previously, Gary served as a co-
leader of PricewaterhouseCoopers' US tax controversy practice, led the tax practice 
at another international law firm, and served as the deputy chief counsel of the 
Internal Revenue Service.  

Gary's practice focuses on tax planning and tax controversies.  Gary represents 
multinational corporations in the audit and appeals phases of an IRS dispute as 
well as in litigation.  He has particular experience with controversies arising from 
complex transactions, typically in a cross-border context, such as leveraged 
distributions and other repatriations, intercompany debt, worthless stock 
deductions, and cost sharing arrangements.  

Gary also  has many years of experience advising clients on structuring mergers, 
acquisitions and internal reorganizations. He is a frequent lecturer on corporate tax 
issues, and is an author of the BNA Tax Management Portfolio entitled "Corporate 
Acquisitions- (A), (B), and (C) Reorganizations."   

Gary has an LL.M. in Taxation from New York University, a JD with highest honors 
from the University of Oklahoma and an undergraduate degree (cum laude) from 
Texas Tech University.  
 
 
Yen, Jason 
ITC, Attorney-Adviser 
U.S. Department of Treasury 
 
Jason Yen is an attorney advisor with the Treasury Department’s Office of 
International Tax Counsel.  Mr. Yen participated in the development of the Tax Cuts 
and Jobs Act in 2017 and currently plays a key role in developing Treasury’s 



regulatory guidance under the TCJA, including with respect to foreign tax credits, 
the GILTI and FDII regimes, and anti-hybrid rules.  He is the Treasury Department’s 
delegate to the OECD’s Working Party 11, which is tasked with developing 
recommendations regarding minimum taxation under Pillar II, and to the OECD’s 
Forum on Harmful Tax Practices, which reviews country taxation regimes including 
the FDII regime. 
 
Mr. Yen earned his B.S.E. from Princeton University and his J.D. from Harvard Law 
School.  Before joining Treasury, he was an associate with Covington & Burling in 
Washington D.C. 
 
 
Zent, Brenda L. 
Special Advisor on International Taxation 
U.S. Department of Treasury 
 
Brenda L. Zent is a Special Advisor with the U.S. Department of the Treasury's 
Office of International Tax Counsel. Ms. Zent serves on a small team charged with 
developing and reviewing policy, legislation, regulations, and similar guidance 
dealing with international tax matters.  The team also negotiates and reviews 
income tax and estate and gift tax treaties with foreign countries, coordinates tax 
treaty matters with the State Department and the Congress, and handles various 
inquiries on a variety of international tax matters.    
Before joining the Office of International Tax Counsel, Ms. Zent was a managing 
director in KPMG LLP’s Washington National Tax Corporate practice, where she 
specialized in cross-border taxation issues, and also consulted generally on 
Subchapter C issues.  Ms. Zent has also worked in the U.S. Corporate Tax practice 
of KPMG’s Toronto, Canada office and in KPMG’s Minneapolis, Minnesota office, 
providing a full range of federal, international, and state tax consulting.   
Ms. Zent has a Bachelor of Accountancy from the University of North Dakota, and a 
Master of Business Taxation, from the University of Minnesota.  Ms. Zent is a 
Certified Public Accountant.  
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